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The [candalous Notion, 
der. 


that every One that [peaks againft the Dutch, fpeaks for the, Preten- 


Every free Britain has a right to give his Opinion, if bis Opinion be right. | 

The Dutch may be-our very good Friends and Allies in Matters of Government and Politick In- 
tereft: But they are our known Rivals in Trade, and that more than the French. pyres 

The. like is prattifed about Mr. Steele, and that no Man coald be againft My. Steele, but he 


muft be for the Pretender. 


The Abfurdity and Injuftice of this Ufage expofed. 


Three 


Queftions asked of the People, who are guilty of thefe Things. 


The Dutch are our moft dangerous Rivals in'Trade, and juftly to be fufpetted in their greedily 
embracing the French Trade, while they firive to make us reject it. 





makes the Jeaft Complaint againft the Dutch, 
ought to be fuppofed for that reafon to be in the 
™ Intereft of the Breccinler it would be a very great 
Hardfhip upon fome of the Wifeft and moft upright 
Men now alive, and who are as true Friends to Her 
Maijefty in Her prefent pofleflion of, andto the Houfe 
of Hannover in their Claim of the Succeffion to the 
Britifh Crown, as any that are alive in this Nation. 


I F it were to pafs for a Truth, that every Man that 


It feems an unaccountable Thing, that a Man whofe 
Opinion of our clafhing ‘and interfering Intercfts with 
any of our Neighbours is juft and impartial, cannot be 
allow’d with Freedom to give his Judgment, without 
fuch a fevere Reproach, efpecially in Matters of Trade 
too, which have no Concern in, or Reference to the 
Affairs of State or Succeflion to the Throne. 


To treat Men thus is taking away Englifh Liberty in 
the moft exrenfive Manner, for every Man has a right 
to give his Opinion, if that Opinion is right concern- 
ing our Privileges, or elfe he can have no right to pre- 
ferve them. 


_ WV th MERCATOR fays, that he never took the 

Dutch to be our beft Friends in Trade, altho’ he may 
grant them good Allies, muft it follow, that he is ar- 
guing for the French, or that he is in the Intereft of 
the Pretender! This is putting every Man’s Credit to 
the Torture, and making him maintain his Principles at 
the Expence of his Reputation. 


The MERCATOR makes this Introdution as a 
juft proteft againft the Party-Rage of the Times, whofe 
common. Place it now is, when .no Anfwer will lye 
againft what is alledged to load the Perfon that {peaks 
it with fome Calumny,’ to take. off the Force of his 
otherwife irrefiflible Argument. 


What elfe hrs been rhe Meaning of the frequent 
Railing at Perfons. in anfwer to this Paper, and that at 
fich Pe:fons who have nothing to do with it, or any 


oped 


Hand init? The Language is plain, that they find if 
neceflary to run down Men where they cannot run 
down their Reafoning. 


To bring it back to the Cafe in Hand, whatever the 
Preterices of thofe Party-Men are, who, 4s a late Aa- 
thor affirms; tells us, That whoever {peaks a Word 
againft the Dutch, is fpeaking for the Pretender, yet 
the MERCATOR ventures to fry firft, and lay it 
down as a Maxim, That the Dutch are noc the beft 
Friends we have, as to Trade; Politicks and Matters of 
Alliance. the MERCATOR neither meddles with, 
or intends at all in this Matter, let no Man join Here 
whai we thus fairly put affunder. 


To this he adds, that fo Far ag any Man oppafes the 
Commerce with France in favour of the Duh ONLY, 
without a clear difinterefled View to his Country's Ad’ 
vantage; fo far he is an Enemy to his Country's Pro- 


fperity, and acts only againft one Rival in favour of 
another, 


That the Dutch are very willing and very induftrious 
to prevent our pafling he Bill of Commerce with 
France, the MERCATOR believes no Man will 
queftion, indeed the Faé is fo plain, it cannot be que- 
ftion’d without fome Scandal, either upon the Senfes or 
upon the Integrity of thofe who do it. 


The MERCATOR then would ask this Queflion 
upon that Suppofition ; what can be the Reafon which 
fhould make the Dutch fo very follicitous againft the 
Bill of Commerce pafling in England? What Concern 
can they havein it; or rather what Concern can the 
Dutch have in it, which fhould not be a good reafon for 
us to be for the Dill? 


The MERCATOR believes it is a much jufter 
way of arguing for any Britifh Gentleman to fay 1 am 
the forwarder for this Bill, becaufe I fee the Dutch, 
who | know to be our Rivals in Trade are fo bufy and 
fo warm again ir. The MERCATOR fays he 


believes 








it bute 
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“WV . ’ . f . 
~tieves* this a much jufter way of arguing than what 


y *, 


<M mention’d above, viz. bhat whoever {peaks a word 
inft the Succeflion, and 





aint the Dutch, {peaks a | 
{peaks for the Pretender: This bringing all Difputes 
into a Party-Intereft, and diftinguifhing Men for their 
Judgmene in._particular Things, as immediatly joining 
ae hae General as fo courfe a Delufion, and will 
quickly be fo ftale, and the Nation will be fo furfcited 





with it, that all fair and imparsial Men will and muft” 


be afham’d of it. | ° 


But it is the prefent Method byswhich Men sy ae 

make their Opinion, popeler, the: late Cafe of 

_ Mr. Steele’s being Expelled che Houfé of Commions; the 
MERCATOR Condoles with that Gentleman the 
Misfortune he is under, notof being Expelled the Houfe 
only, but of being jufily fallen under the Cenfare of 
many Thoufands of the moft judicious, fober and fen- 
fible’ People of. this Nation, who formerly admired 
hiny ; among whom ate a Moltitude who are as remote 
fom the Intereft of the Presender as he can be: And 
the MERCATOR cannot think Mr. Steele can be yet 
arriv'd to fuch a degree of Partiality in his own, Cafe, 
after he has recommended fo much Jaftice and Morality 

.to the World, as to think that every Man that Oppofes 
him in his- Miftakes about Trade, and in his Maltreating 
the Queen @nd the Miniftry, is for the Pretender. 


Yet we are told in every Society of thefe Men’ now, 
hat in Expelling Mr. Steele, the Houfe has tacitly Ex- 

Hed the Proteftant Succeflion ; Thar all that Voted 
againft Mr. Steele Vored for the Pretender ; and the 
ie Prepofterous Prejudices ! Whither will thefe things 
ead us ? . 


But Truth is not to be terrified with Party-Rage ; it 
muft be Oppofed to fuccefsful Clamour, or it will he 
buried in the Dirt of the Street, and we fhall all be 
overwhelmed with the Rubbifh and Ruine of the Com- 


monwealth. 


The MERCATOR, and all who are concern’d in 
this Vaper, are as Sincerely in the True Intereft of the 
Proteftant Succeffion, and as fully embark’d for the 

refervation of it in the Houfe of Hanover againft the 
Diamader, and againft all Pretenders, as Mr. Steele, or 
as any of the Oppofers of the Treaty are or can be. 


But as this does by no means byafs them in the Que- 
flion of Trade, or in diftinguifhing between Dutch Ri- 
vals or French Rivals in Trade ; fo for any to pretend 
to concern the publick Difputes of Government in this 
Queftion, fharpen their Anfwers upon this Whetftone, 
and make Reflections pafs for Argument, is meer Ri- 
Baldry, a Party-Cant, that has nothing but the Malice 
to recommend it; and the MERCATOR, whofe 
Bufinefs is Trade, and who, as much as poflible, avoids 
the mention of thefe things, difinifles both the Thing 
ont the People, with asking them but Three calm Que- 

ions. 





1. If, upon the Mffue of thefe things, it fhould appear 
that the Proreftanr Succeflion is not in Danger, that the 
Pretender has no prefent Profpeét, and his Friends here 
no reafonable Hopes from the publick Meafures, but 
that the Proteftanr Succeflion is the real Concern and 
truc Defign both of Her Majefiy and of all thofe.who 
are entrufled with the execurive Power under Her. If 
this fhould appear, How atham'd muft thefe Men be at 
that'time, who run up the contrary Opinion, even to 
a direct Charge upon Mens Perfons, and by Names, 
oe Guilty or no? And what muft we fiy of fuch 

a a 


2. IF the Perfons fo directly Ghatged, as above, with 
being in the Intereft of the Pretender, and Enemies to 
the Protefiant Succeflion of the Houfe of Hanover, 
fhould at the End of things prove to be Innocent of 
the Fact, and be real Friends to the latter, and Enemies 
to the former, Have they not a great deal of Wrong 
done them by thefe People ? And how will they Anfwer 
it to God or Man ? ) 


3. How do thefe Men juftify the Morality of thefe 
things, (viz.) Of affirming what they cannot make out, 
‘and charging Men perfonally with what they. cannot 
prove? And upon what Principle do they act, but upori 
that wretched Principle of cafting off all regard to 
Confcience and Honour, and abandoning themfelves to 
their Paflions and Party-prejudices ? 


God pardon them! the MERCATOR: leaves 
them to their own Refle&tion; and asking his Readers 
pardon for this moft neceflary Digreffion, returns to the 
Affair of Commerce, which he confines this Paper to 
as much as poffible. 


The prefent Article is the Dutch being our Rivals in 
Trade ; and the MERCATOR claims, that this may 
be faid without the leaft Retrofpeé to the Concerns of 
both Nations in their Alliances and Political Concerns. 


With thefe juft precautions, the MERCATOR 
fays, that the Dutch are our moft dangerous Rivals in 
Trade ; and that the Dutch appearing fo earneftly againft 
our opening a French Trade by the Treaty of Commerce, 
while at the fame time they greedily embraced the 
French Trade themfelves ; gives good ground for any 
Englifhman who underftands thefe things, to fufpeét 
that the Trade to France is a rich Morfel, which they 
endeavour to keep us from, that they may enjoy it 
themfelves. 


If this be not juft, for the MERCATOR would 
iniure Nobody in it, it fhall be acknowledged when it 
fairly appears fo. 


In the mean time, it is fuppofed no Man will Dif 

ute this Point, Whether the Dutch are our Rivals in 
Trade or no? If they do, it fhall be fpoken farther to 
in our next. 
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